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Patents

What is a patent?

• Protects inventions

• Bargain - tell the world your

invention in exchange for a

monopoly right of up to 20 years

• Territorial - one patent per country



Patent requirements

Patents are granted for inventions that have:

1. Novelty
Must be new over prior art.

2. Inventive step / non-obvious
Must not be obvious to a skilled person in the
light of prior art + common general knowledge.

3. Industrial applicability



What can be claimed in a patent?
New composition of matter or apparatus New uses, including medical uses

New methods or processes



Patent application format

• Introduction / background

• Definition of the the invention and its benefits

• Examples

• Claims

• Drawings (optional)

• Abstract (optional)



Getting the application on file

Invention disclosure

Initial advice

First draft

Second draft

File application at patent
office

Meeting / inventor feedback



Patent process
File application

Preliminary checks

Search report

Complete UK application/
file overseas

Complete UK application/
file overseas

Examination

Grant/refusal

Publication

0m

1m

6m

12m

18m

2-6y

3y+

• File outside UK within 12m

“claiming priority” – benefit

from first (UK) filing date

• There are

regional/international

agreements that provide for

flexibility and cost-effective

protection

• Different countries have

different requirements



Tips

 File before you publish (do not assume

confidentiality

 Provide a write-up of the experiments

 Your reader is smart but ignorant

Talk to the tech transfer office!
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Thank you

Copyright Barker Brettell. Whilst you may print copies of the information
for your own personal use and store files on your computer for your
personal use, you may not distribute or modify the text or graphics in any
way, or mirror the information on your own server without Barker
Brettell’s express written permission. info@barkerbrettell.co.uk

Please note that the information contained in these slides is not legal
advice but is provided for general guidance purposes only. Please talk to
an expert before acting upon the information provided. Barker Brettell
paralegals and attorneys are available to advise you on specific IP queries.
Please refer to the website terms and conditions for further information.

All questions welcome!


